MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes X

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no_
Property Name: _Paradise Avenue Gatehouse, Spring Grove Inventory Number: BA-2324
Address: Spring Grove Hospital City: _ Catonsville Zip Code:
County: Baltimore County ‘ USGS Topographic Map: _Baltimore West
Owner: DHMH Is the property being evaluated a district? _ yes
Tax Parcel Number: Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number:
Project: Agency:
Sitevisitby MHT staff: =~ no X yes Name: L.Bowlin, 1985 Date:
Is the property is located within a historic district? X yes _ no
If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: BA-2319

NR-listed district yes Eligible district _ X yes Name of District: _Spring Grove Hospital Center

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource _X yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context yes
If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes no

Criteria: X A B XC D Considerations: A B C D E F G None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:
#BA 157 (Bowlin, 1986); Project Review & Compliance Files; Spring Grove Architectural Survey Notebook

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

Spring Grove Hospital Center, Catonsville, Baltimore County was initially determined eligible for the Maryland Register of
Historic Properties in 1986. Trust policy is that any property eligible for the MRHP is also eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places. Spring Grove is eligible under Criterion A, events, as the first state-sponsored facility for the mentally ill. The
hospital had its origins in 1797 where the indigent sick and insane were cared for in Baltimore. By 1872 the hospital had
outgrown its site and the state chose a new 200-acresite in Catonsville. The District is also eligible under Criterion C, as an
architectural example. The hospital center does not have a specific layout, but rather its growth and development are
demonstrated through the construction of buildings in response to new needs and developments in the care of the mentally ill.
The 1985 survey included 25 buildings built between 1872 and 1944. All are eligible contributing resources to the historic
district.

[*from Spring Grove Hospital Center DOE]

As aresult of the recently completed survey, 25 buildings have been determined to be historically and architecturally significant
to the development of public mental health care in Maryland at Spring Grove Hospital Center.

This property, BA-2324, Paradise Avenue Gatehouse, was included on the list of significant properties.

(See Bowlin, 1985)
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BA-2324 1878-1891
Paradise Avenue Gatehouse Public
Spring Grove Hospital Center

Catonsville

The Paradise Avenue Gatehouse is a two story building constructed
in a T shape of rubblestone, brick, and board-and-batten. A
cross gable roof covered in tin contributes to the Victorian appearance

of the vernacular building.




Survey No. Ba-2324

Magi No. ©32 quqéccf

AEES-A

w)‘arylahd Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no

P

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Paradise Avenue Gatehouse

and/or common

2. Location

street & number — not for publication

city, town Catonsville —vicinity of congressional district .3
state  Maryland “county  Baltimore
] -]
3. Classification
Categery Ownership Status Present Use
= _ district- £ public \ X __occupied —— agriculture — museum
4 building(s) ___ private — unoccupied —__ commercial — park
—— structure —— both —_work in progress — educational — private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
- object —— in process X yes: restricted —__ government — scientific
— being considered — yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation
not applicable no ____ military _X_other: Hospital

4 @Wn@ﬁﬁ @f Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

hame Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
street & number 201 West Preston Street ___telephone no.: . 301-225-6816
city, town Baltimore - state and zip code  Maryland & 21201

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse liber
street & number folio
city, town Towson state Maryland

€. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

T

2

date ; —federal ____state- ___county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state

e g - . e T i e S . .



7. D'escription Survey No.

BA-2324
Condition Check one Check one
—— excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaltered __X original site
— g.qod ____ruins X altered ___ moved date of move
—4 fair ___ unexposed

Pre?are both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Paradise .Avenue Gatehouse, built for employee habitation, is a two story
vernacular building with Victorian influences. -Rubblestone, brick, and board and
batten are . .the principal cons truction materials. ‘Built on a T plan,  the roof of
the building is composed of cross gablés and covered in tin. A central, interior
chimney breaks the toof line. Oriented toward the east, the building has a
board and batten addition on the west side.

The building rests on a.stone foundation.and runs three bays. long and two
bays deep. Existing on . the eastern face only, one wooden porch &isplays a square
design in its Balustrade. Scrollwork decorates the turnposts. A double picket

~gate encloses the porch,  The porch has a rubblestone foundation capped by a
cement deck. The'roofing“material of the pdérch matches the tin on the pitched
roof,

The rubblestone facades are .adorned by:granite quoins. In contrast to this
gray coloring, red'brickS'form.thefsihbsVsurrounas~visible.on the fenestration.
The first-floor windows .share the same ornamentation: the Gibks surround,
carved detail in the wooden transom, a.segmented arch lintel, and wooden sills.
The pane arrangement is very decorative and utilized throughout the house. While
the lower sash consists of a single pane of glass, the upper -sash has one main
square.pane,'framed'byismallerfsquares'of-glass; The Second-story windows share
this detail but the ground level windows-have a simpler detail. The brick
lintel and thHe wooden sill are the only embellishments on'the ground level
openings. ' '

The - Front door has the same details which have been applied to the windows.
Tn addition to the Gibbs. surround and the segmented arch lintel, the door has
a glass transom just below the carved transom, Both a wooden and a screen door
exist.’ :

Shiplap shingles cover the: face of the steeply-pitched gables. A window
rests in the center of the gable, just above it sits a louvered air vent in the
peak of the gable.’ Large; plain projecting verges shadow the vent. The gables
appear on . the ecastern, southern, and western faces while the northern side
displays two hip dormers. The dormers are constructed of clapboard siding and
tin roofs. A hip dormer also exists on the southern roof. Even the dormers

possess the decorative window sash.

A.one-story, shed roof, board and batten addition ie attached to the western
facade. The addition.consists of one.section of interior space three bays wide
and one bay deep and a porch of the same length but half as deep. The fenestra-
tion on the western face of the addition is irregular. The northern window has
a wooden, triangular lintel around a single pane while the southern window lacks
any distinctidn in. its three pane arrangement. Square, wooden turnposts su?port
the shed roof. A picket railing encloses the open area as brick piers provide
a Foundation for the addition.



8. Significance | | Survey No.  pp_5354

t~eriod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

— 14001499 ___ archeology-historic — conservation —law —___science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture - economics —literature ; —__ sculpture

— 16001699 _X _ architecture _—_ education —— military _X_ social/

—_1700-1799 ____art ___engineering —__ music -2~ humanitarian

X __1800-1899 ____ commerce —— exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

— 1900~ —_ communications —_industry — politics/government < _ transportation
_—_invention — - other (specify)

Specific dates 1878-1891 Builder/Architect Unknown

check: Applicable Criteria: x A _ B xC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national x state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of hlstory and
support.

The Paradise Avenue Gatehouse was one of three dwellings built during
the administration of Dr. Richard Gundry, 1878-1891. Built to designate
the boundary of the hospital property, the gatehouses provided employee
housing. Originally marking the eastern entrance on Paradise Avenue,

e the dwelling is currently adjacent to the Baltimore beltway. Paradise
Avenue Gatehouse helped to distinguish the symbolic line between the
town of Catonsville and the hospital community of Spring Grove. The
hospital functioned self-sufficiently like a town and tried to provide
accommodations for its employees. The residents of the gatehouses helped
to regulate the people passing through the gates, both visitors and
patients. Though located on the fringes of the hospital property, the ;
gatehouses received more architectural embellishments than.the outbuildings
associated with hospital maintenance because the gatehouses were personal
homes and welcomed the visitors to the hospl%al grounds.

‘ The P;radlse Avenue Gatehouse dlsplays ‘considerable’ archltectural
integrity. Though the builder or architect is unknown, the gatehouse
possesses strong elemnets of design in its vernacular interpretation
of Victorian architecture. Most of the construction materials such
as the granite and bricks were most likely to have been produced from
resources avaiable on the hospital grounds. The exterior details
reflect a working combination of function and style. The texture and
color of the surface materials range from dark grays to orange reds
to pure whites. The interior space exhibits a simplistic plan of
two rooms over two rooms brightened by decorative wooden surrounds and
mantles. The guality of the workmanship is still quite visible as the
building stands in good structural condition. The visual and aural
integrity of the building is diminished by the proximity of the intérstate
highway. The construction of the beltway has also removed the gateposts to

- the hospital. The residence continues to house a Spring Grove employee
and his family.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Survey No. BA-2374

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangie name
UTM References

do NOT complete UTM references

Quadrangle scale

A B Toer T
Lot b b by faa | Lol e b b by
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

clo b e b Ll baad R I T T T T

N T T llll Flod b by d Lot by g

ol || T T T I T O I T I O T A

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundarias

state code county. ~code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nametitle

Lauren L. Bowlin
organization Office Of Planning date | 6/86
sﬂeet&number ZOl‘West Preston Street telephone  301-225-6816
city or town Baltimore state Maryiand " :21201

[

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory
an Act of the Maryland Legislature. to.
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section

was officially created by
be found in the Annotated
181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1ngement of

individual property rights.

return to:
Shaw House
21 State Circle

Maryland Historical Trust

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 269-2438

P§-2746
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